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AGENDA 
FERRIS CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF FERRIS 
A GENERAL LAW MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE  

STATE OF TEXAS, ELLIS COUNTY 
AT THE 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
215 W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS 75125 

6:00 P.M. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2015 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FERRIS 
WILL MEET IN REGULAR SESSION AT 6:00 P.M. ON THE 21ST DAY OF 
SEPTEMBER, 2015 AT ITS REGULAR MEETING PLACE AT 215 W. SIXTH STREET, 
FERRIS, TEXAS FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 
 
ITEM                DESCRIPTION       PAGE 

 
 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
1. Call to order.  ø 
 

• Invocation 
 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
 
2. Roll call to determine the presence of a quorum. 1 
 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA – CITY COUNCIL 
 
3. All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be 

routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion. There 
will not be separate discussion of these items. Approval of the 
Consent Agenda authorizes the Mayor/City Manager to execute all 
matters necessary to implement each item.  Any item may be 
removed from the Consent Agenda for separate discussion and 
consideration by any member of the City Council. 

 
• Expenditures for the period ending August 31, 2015 and 

September 4, 2015 
  Sep. Cov. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
4. The City Council welcomes comments from the public.  Those 

wishing to speak must sign in with the City Secretary before the 
meeting begins.  Speakers may speak on any topic, whether on the 
agenda or not.  The City Council cannot act upon, discuss issues 
raised, or make any decisions at this time.  Speakers must observe a 
three minute time limit.  Total time allocation for Public Comments is 
fifteen minutes.  Groups of individuals wanting to discuss the same 
item must select one spokesperson.  Inquiries regarding matters not 
listed on the Agenda may be referred to Staff for research and 
possible future action.       ø 

 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
5. Presentation by Utility Service Partners, Inc. regarding the National 

League of Cities Service Line Warranty Program. 2 
 

� Presented by Bonnie Cureton, Regional Area Manager. 
 
 
 

AGREEMENT 
 
6. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate 

regarding entering into a contract for technical services with the 
Trinity River Authority of Texas. 5 

 
� Presented by Eric Moss, Public Works Supervisor. 

 
7. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate 

regarding the approval of Addendum E to the Bank Depository 
Agreement.  18 

 
� Presented by Melissa Gonzalez, Finance Director. 

 
 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
8. Discussion regarding the use of funds from the 2006 Bond Proceeds. 20 
 

� Presented by Melissa Gonzalez, Finance Director. 
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PRESENTATION 
 
9. Presentation of Service Award checks to eligible employees. 21 
 

� Presented by Carl Sherman, City Manager. 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
10. Announcement by the presiding officer that the City Council will 

adjourn into closed executive session as allowed by Section 551 of 
the Texas Government Code.  Such closed meetings may be held 
only for the purpose of discussion and no action may be taken or 
votes cast to reach a decision by the City Council until the City 
Council has reconvened into open public session.  Specifically, the 
section identified under Chapter 551 that allows a closed meeting to 
be held is: 
 

• Section 072, Deliberation Regarding Real Property, A 
governmental body may conduct a closed meeting to 
deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real 
property if deliberation in an open meeting would have 
detrimental effect on the position of the governmental body in 
negotiations with a third person. 

 
11. Adjourn the Public Meeting.      ø 
 
12. Conduct Executive Session as authorized by Section 551.072 of the 

Texas Government Code – Deliberation Regarding Real Property. 
 
13. Reconvene into Open Session.  ø 
 
14. Action as a result of above-listed Executive Session.  ø 
 
 
 

CLOSING 
 
15. Adjourn.        ø 
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Title Name 6 20 3 17 1 15 5 20 2 17 2 16 6 20 4 18 1 15 6 11 16 20 3 17 31 8 21

Mayor Micheal Driggars P A P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Alderman, Place 1 James Starr P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P P P A P P P P

Mayor Pro Tem Jay Walsh P P P P - A - P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Alderman, Place 3 Bobby Lindsey - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - P P P P P P P P P P P

Alderman, Place 4 Gary Ross P A P A - P - P P A P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Alderman, Place 5 Carol Wright P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Total: 6 4 6 5 - 5 - 6 5 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 5 6 6 6 6

Title Name 6 20 3 17 1 15 5 20 2 17 2 16 6 20 4 18 1 15 6 11 16 20 3 17 31 8 21

City Manager Carl Sherman - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - P P P P P P

City Secretary Destiny Wright P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P A P P P P A P P P

City Attorney Kent Hofmeister P A A A - A - A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Fire Chief/Int. Police Cf. Tim Birdwell P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P A P P P P P P

I.T. Director Doug Childers P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P A P P P P P P

Eco. Dev. Coordinator Chuck Dart P P P A - P - P P P P P P P P P P P P A A P P P P P

Finance Director Melissa Gonzalez P P P P - A - P P P P P A P P P P A P A A P P P P P

Library Director Kathy Harrington P P P P - P - P P P A P P P P P P P P A P P P P A A

Chief Building Official Bill Jordan P P P P - P - P P P P P P P P P P A P A A P P P A P

Police Chief Vacant - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Pub. Wrks. Supervisor Eric Moss - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - P P P P P

Total: 10 9 9 8 - 8 - 8 9 9 7 9 8 9 9 9 8 5 8 1 5 10 9 10 8 8

Mayor, "Will the City Secretary call the roll?"

     The City Secretary calls each Member's position and name.

     They respond if they are present. P

City Secretary, "Mayor, a quorum is present." A

Aug.

Aug.

Present

Absent

City Council
Meeting Attendance Record

2014-2015

March MayNov.

Nov. March June   Jan.

   Jan.City Council

City Staff     May

   Sept.

   Sept.

JuneOct.

Oct.

 Dec. 

Dec.

Feb.

Feb.

Apr.

Apr.

July

July
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 City of Ferris 
 AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Agenda Item:  _____  (City Secretary use only) 

Meeting Date:  September 21, 2015  Department:  Public Works 

_X_Discussion ___Action   Budgeted Expense:  ___YES  ___NO  _X_N/A  

Submitted By:  Eric Moss   Amount: N/A 

Reviewed By:  _X_City Manager  ___City Secretary  ___City Attorney  

___Finance  _X__Other: Staff 

 

 Attachments:  

1. National League of Cities Service Line Warranty Program Highlights sheet 

Discussion / Justification: 

Utility Service Line partners, Inc. (represented by Bonnie Cureton, Regional Area Manager) is 

here today to give a presentation on the National League of Cities Service Line Warranty 

Program. 

Recommendation / Staff Comments: 

N/A 

Motion(s): 

N/A 
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NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 
of  CITIES 

NLC Service Line Warranty Program Highlights 

n Over 200 cities participating nationwide 

n No cost to or liability for the city to participate 

II  Healthy, ongoing annual revenue stream for city 

▪ Educates homeowners about their lateral line responsibilities 

is The only utility line warranty program endorsed by the National League of Cities 

is Utility Service Partners handles all marketing and management of the program 

is  24/7/365 bilingual customer service 

• All repairs performed to city code by local, licensed contractors 

▪ Reduces calls from residents to City Hall for lateral water and sewer line issues 

Is  Homeowner billed by NLC Service Line Warranty Program 

• USP is a North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCG) Shared Services Program Partner 

■ City provides residents an affordable solution that covers cost of repairs to water and sewer 

lines for which the homeowner is responsible 

U Saved more than 60,000 homeowners across the country over $45 million in utility line 

repair costs 

U Public funds are not used in the marketing, distribution or administration of the 

NLC Service Line Warranty Program 

• The NLC Service Line Warranty Program must be supported by the city into which it is being 

introduced before any warranty offer letters are mailed to homeowners in the community. 

PARTICIPATING CITIES (SAMPLE OF OVER 200) 

LARGE 	 SMALL 

Atlanta, GA 	 Dayton, OH 

Madison, WI 	 Edgewood, CO 

Phoenix, AZ 	 Franklin Park, IL 

San Diego, CA 	 Overland Park, KS 

Utility Service Partners, Inc.  ■  11 Grandview Circle  ■  Suite 100  ■  Canonsburg, PA 15317 

GS* 

Utiiity 
Serince 

RTIrtcn, 

Program Administrator 
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BBB T.  «  Award for 
Ethics 

BBB. 

Trust • Performance • Integrity 

2 OL3 %Wooer 
Peratsylvanta Setter licewiness Bureau' 

NLC SERVICE LINE WARRANTY PROGRA BENEFITS 

CITY 

Provides non-tax revenue stream without any 

investment 

Reduces calls to City/Public Works when a 

homeowner's line fails 

Contractors undergo rigorous vetting process to 

ensure repairs meet city code 

Reduces costs associated with sending public 

works to residents' homes to assess lateral 

line issues 

Keeps money in the local economy by using 
contractors in the metro area 

Contractors must be current with insurance and 
required licenses 

RESIDENTS 

Affordable utility line repair solution for families 

on a budget 

Educates homeowners about their service line 

responsibilities 

Prevents aggravation of having to find a reliable, 

reputable plumber 

Peace of mind — with one toll free call a plumber 

is dispatched 

Keeps money in the homeowner's pocket; 
without warranty, repairs cost $1,300 to $4,000 

or more 

No service fees or deductibles, paperwork or 

forms to complete 

ACCOLADES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

■ Accredited Better Business Bureau member 
with A+ rating for nearly a decade 

■ 2013 Western Pennsylvania Better Business 
Bureau Torch Award winner for Marketplace Ethics 

■ More than 97% of all submitted claims are approved 

■ A customer satisfaction rating that has exceeded 95% for more than a decade 

■ 9 of 10 customers surveyed have recommended the program to friends, family 

and neighbors 

at  The only  utility line warranty program endorsed by the National League of Cities 

Learn more about the program online at www.utilitysp.net  or call 1-866-9744801. 
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 City of Ferris 
 AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Agenda Item:  _____  (City Secretary use only) 

Meeting Date:  September 21, 2015  Department:  Public Works 

___Discussion _X_Action   Budgeted Expense:  __x_YES  ___NO  ___N/A  

Submitted By:  Eric Moss  Amount: 15,000 

Reviewed By:  _X_City Manager  ___City Secretary  ___City Attorney  

_X_Finance  ___Other: Staff 

 

 Attachments:  

1. Contract for Technical Services 

Discussion / Justification: 

The purpose of this agenda item is to approve a Contract for Technical Services. The contract is 

between the Trinity River Authority of Texas and the City of Ferris.   

Recommendation / Staff Comments: 

I recommend approval of the contract. 

Motion(s): 

I _______________________ move that we enter into a contract for technical services with the 

Trinity River Authority of Texas. 
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 City of Ferris 
 AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Agenda Item:  _____  (City Secretary use only) 

Meeting Date:  September 21, 2015  Department:  Finance 

___Discussion _X_Action   Budgeted Expense:  ___YES  ___NO  _X_N/A  

Submitted By:  Melissa Gonzalez  Amount: N/A 

Reviewed By:  _X_City Manager  _X_City Secretary  ___City Attorney  

_X_Finance  ___Other: Staff 

 

 Attachments:  

1. Addendum E: Online Bank Transfers/ACH Transactions 

Discussion / Justification: 

The purpose of this agenda item is to add an “Addendum E” to the Bank Depository Agreement 

we just currently passed on August 31, 2015 with Commercial State Bank. We currently request 

two signatures on all bank transactions. This addendum allows that only one of the authorized 

signatures is required to make internal bank transfers over the internet and also allows the 

approval of any ACH transactions. This is a recommendation from Commercial State Bank that 

was prompted during their annual audit. 

Recommendation / Staff Comments: 

I recommend adding “Addendum E” to our current Bank Depository Agreement with CSB. 

Motion(s): 

I __________________ move that we approve adding “Addendum E” to our current Bank 

Depository Agreement with Commercial State Bank as presented. 
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ADDENDUM E 

ONLINE BANK TRANSFERS/ACH TRANSACTIONS 

 

 

A.  Online Bank Transfers between the City bank accounts require only one authorized signature. 

Any one of the (5) authorized signers, that is listed on the bank signature card, at the time of the 

transfer will have permission to validate the transaction. Each authorized signer must be set up 

by the administrator (Finance Director) to process any online transactions. 

 

B. Automated Clearing House (ACH) transactions can be initiated by any one authorized signature 

that is listed on the bank signature card at the time of the transaction. 
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 City of Ferris 
 AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Agenda Item:  _____  (City Secretary use only) 

Meeting Date:  September 21, 2015  Department:  Finance 

_X__Discussion ___Action   Budgeted Expense:  _X_YES  ___NO  ___N/A  

Submitted By:  Melissa Gonzalez  Amount: $38,349.44 

Reviewed By:  _X_City Manager  _X_City Secretary  ___City Attorney  

_X_Finance  ___Other: Staff 

 

 Attachments:  

1. No attachments. 

Discussion / Justification: 
The purpose of this agenda item is to discuss using the balance of our 2006 Bond Proceeds of 
$38,349.44 toward the future repair of a water line located on Eighth Street. These bond funds 
are to be used only for Water & Sewer Capital Improvements. The City was able to temporarily 
repair the line until we receive quotes of how much the actual cost of replacing the water lines 
will be. 

Recommendation / Staff Comments: 

I recommend that we use the total amount of 2006 Bond Funds toward replacing the water line 
on Eighth Street. 

Motion(s): 

This item is for discussion only. 
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 City of Ferris 
 AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Agenda Item:  _____  (City Secretary use only) 

Meeting Date:  September 21, 2015  Department:  City Hall 

_X_Discussion ___Action   Budgeted Expense:  _X__YES  ___NO  ___N/A  

Submitted By:  Carl Sherman   Amount: $11,200.00 

Reviewed By:  _X_City Manager  ___City Secretary  ___City Attorney  

_X_Finance  ___Other: Staff 

 Attachments:  

1. None 

Discussion / Justification: 
The purpose of this agenda item is to present all eligible employees with a service award check 
for their hard work, loyalty and dedication in serving all Ferris citizens.  It should be noted that 
less than 15 percent (5 employees) of the city’s current staff have received any pay raise since 
2013.  While there are no raises reflected in the FY 2016 budget for any employees, a type of 
one time lump sum payment will be presented within this fiscal year, as well as, fiscal year 2016 
to all eligible full time employees of the city.  This pay benefit will be provided to all eligible 
full-time employees who have been employed for more than six-months, but will not include the 
following two city employee positions: City Manager and City Secretary.  The lump sum is 
based on a formula of calculating the total annual combined salary of qualified employees 
multiplied by 1 percent.  The total of the 1 percent is then divided by the number of eligible and 
qualified employees.  The formula used to provide the service award pay equates to four hundred 
($400.00) dollars before taxes and deductibles per eligible and qualified employee.   

This fiscal year 2015, a one time lump sum pay of four hundred dollars will be presented during 
the September 21st City Council meeting and again for the fiscal year 2016 a second one-time 
lump sum pay will be presented during the December 7th City Council meeting.  Again, it should 
be noted that less than 15% of the full-time employees of the City of Ferris received any pay 
raises since 2013, leaving the majority of the loyal workforce, which represented 85% without 
any commensurate pay raise over the last two-years.  Conversely, the ratified commensurate 
service award pay is being issued to approximately 85% of the hard working men and women of 
the City of Ferris by the Mayor and Council tonight.   

Recommendation / Staff Comments: 

No recommended action to be taken since the Council has approved the budget at the September 
8, 2015 City Council meeting. 

Motion(s): 

This item is for presentation only. 
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